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The Roger Tory Peterson Institute's Nature Educators 
of the Year program recognlsses teachers who have successfully 
implemented education programs that effectively connect children to 
nature, and that can JQe replicated by others. Two aifiirds of $1,000 
each were given in 1991. One of the recipients, Steven Prchal, is 
executive director of Sonoran Arthropod studies. Inc., which educates 
the public about the ii^Ksrtance of insects and other arthropods. The 
other recipient, Diane Temple, is a second grade teacher who 
integrates nature study into her students' curriculum through weekly 
nature walks. In the second part of the ix)oklet, the following 
noteworthy programs are described: (1) an interactive nature radio 
program; (2) an animal rehabilitation program; (3) a curriculum on 
the local environment; (4) a community wildlife walk; (5) a wetland 
reclamation project; (6) nature education through legends and fables; 
(7) community bat education; (8) a prairie restoration project; (S) 
horticulture therapy for handicapped children; (lo) bird walJ-.s f;^r 
eleTOhtary students; (11) a preservation project for Florida scrub 
land; (12) environmental education for ccHonunlty decision makers; 
(13) a nestbojc program for future farmers; (14) a citizen action 
project for local nature trails; (15) a middle school field research 
project? and (16) an ecological "All species Day." Descriptions 
include the name and address of the project directors. (KS) 



* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 

* from the original document. 
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The Ro^ Tory Peterson Institute gratefully ackiiowledges 
those who served on tfie awards setedkm commiitee: I>r. Allen 
Benton, Professor Ero^itus, State University of New York Coltege 
at Fredonia; James Yaich, Executive EJirecior, JanKstown CNY) 
Audubon Society; and Caiia Borrelli, bidogy leader, Lake Shore 
Central School, Angola, NY. 

Th» bodcte was a^]»led by Marie Baldwin ami Anfta 
Seaberg. 

Dinea inquiries to: 
Roger Tcxry Petemm Institute 
110 Maivin IHukway 
Jame^own, NY 14701 
716/665-2473 FAX 716/665-3794 
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The Roger Tory P^eison Institute 



The finiAding muflMs the Rq^er Tcxry Peleiscm In^lnile 
have silted dnt (he misricm of (he Inoicuie is *k> inCcmn soctety 
abcmi \bc natum] wodd through die fitudy and leacHnig of natural 
Mstc^y/ Thte ma^emem of {wrpo» is ii^s^red by the Itfe work 
and visi<m dT Roger Toiy Peteiscm, yAk} beHeves that a basic 
under^ianding l»ds to a gica^ ap{»iedation and respect fc^ 
nature. His ^ to humanUy has been to qpen t)^ ey» of the 
wc^id, levealing to million of cmlinary the man^us 

diversdjr and beauty of natuie. He has had a himinous efii^ cm 
our app^edbticHi and omcem for the envbonn^mt, beginning 
wtth publicaticm fhe mc^ influential bird book df all tinv?, A 
PtMOuU^U>U^Btrdsi, now t)^ corr^isU)ne of the Peterson 
Field Guide Series. 

The goal of the Roger Tory Petersen) In^&iie is to fo^ a 
popular concern and ]X»ssion fw nature tlm will intensify air 
dvili2ation's determicmion and capacity to understand, cherish, 
and pieseive the natural environn^nt At the ^xt.e tiine» inoiea^ 
peisc»ial knowledge of nature will improve tl% ridir^ss of 
pec^e's lives. 

Nature education and natural world experiences for children 
are fundamental to development of cultural and ecological 
literacy. Exposure to nature stimulates ywng ^dents' curios^ 
and pursuU of kiK>wled^. 

EducatcMS are inaeasingly aware that h^tnds-on^ mitdoor 
nature study of^itunities for children are essential to their 
maturing interest in learning, and their willingness to f^rticspate 
in sctoice and the future of tJ^ environment. These experience 
are excei^or^y uncc^nmon in today's society, and there is a 
i^ed for a national inittetive to turn the tide. 

Tte Institute's prograim are unique in tlm ttey are desigr^ 
to enhance tte inching ca|»bilit^ of tte n^or$ of chikiren — 
the tead^s, {mrents, and ijf&m adults who gukie children in 
discovering tte magnificenoe of the natural worid and its impc^- 
lanoe to cnir daily lives. The Ro^ Tory Petersoi Institute offers 
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Ics^tor woflijlKq)6» anmtsd ottfasmd fbsum for QSiiifc cducaitois, a 

ai^ natme educator awaidis. 

Hie In^ihtte b a catali^ fin* diange. It provktes the energy 
a id tdeas fk^* youthful nature eap&iem» fo^ children ami peof^ 
aU ages that wfll ukimaidy aitrnms tte fuftire ctf tmimiy ty and 



Nature EdiK^ir Awards Program 

In 1988, ihe Rc^er Tory ?&ctwn InMtoite hoMed a fcmisn 
r^rly one tuindred bading nature and envirmmeiHal ec&icatcH^ 
who deah with the issue erf" how we migitt overcoiTO recognize 
barriers to improved environn^tal «iucati<»i. Or^ rea^nmenda- 
tk>n |hat emerged fnm the fc»um was drat \he Institute esublsdi a 
"Barrter Busier* award {rogram. 

The Instituted Nature Educatofs tte Year program, 
inaugurated in 199I» icfeittifies and leo^nizi^ teachers who have 
sucxesslully implemexued ediKiation fmgran^ tl^t effeoively 
cmnect diiSdxen to nature, and that can be rq>licated by others. 

Two awards of $1,000 eadi were ^v&\ in 1991: one to a 
teacter in a sctod siting and another to a imture educator in a 
community siting. 

The Tory Peterson Inrtftute received 125 award 
m>minatk>ns, annsng ti^m many mitstancUng comrftHtfors to 
nature education. In this bocrictet ^sa will read about tl^ winners, 
Stevm Prchal of l\icson, Arizma, ami Dias% T«i^ of Harvard, 
Massachu^tts. We have also induded l»tef synopste of sc»ne 
gmat kieas that we fed <xhers mJgN be abte to rej^icate in their 
own settings. AU of tte pec^ l^ed Iwe granted pemiissJcm to 
be induded in this bocdd^ ami the read& is em:ouraged to 
contact them for hxnher informatioa 
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1991 

Nature Educators of the Year 



CHILDREN ARE VldSB. EASILY INTRIGUED BY NATURE if they 
have btti^ring teadwra. The Roger Tory Peterson Inaiaite named 
two out^andii^ teacheis NiOiire Educatt>ts of tte Y^ in 1991 to 
Kooff&m. pid^idy thefa' achtevements in storing routue with 
dUldren and the teachers of children. Awards were given to 
Tucson, ArisxMia, nssident Steven Prchal for his comnumity-based 
education work, and to Diane Tempte for work in her Harvard, 
Massachusetts, schod. 

Steven Prchal's wofk epitomizes influential nature education. 
He is executive diieaor of Sonoran Arthropod Studies, Inc (SASI), 
a Tucson-based organization that strives to educate the jxiblic 




Awm^mnnmDifmeTeTnfdeimd StevmPrdalwerehorwr^ 
by Roger Tory Peterson, center, for their inmxtHveprogntms 
that foster a popukr caring and cxmcem pr the naUtnd world. 
Tentf^ leads w&k\y naturewaOcs for schod children, and PrcM 
educates the public about the importance of insects and other 
arthropods. 
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abom ii^eos and otter aithit^xxis. Picti^ bdteves that 
aitluopods are an kteal na&ue ^catk^i vd&te becaise they can 
te fiouxKi evefywfaeie* "By takii^ a dkx& took at bttrandiatov- 

to (Htf own b»d£yardb--4hofie (tf tte aiti^ 
^bnufaue a U£d(»>g imoett k\ biok^ and comovM^* be says* 

PiduU Mmself was bitiai--<iute liKs^^ 
hfa»ory bug as a leenag^. A lattte^iate iisfriied a deep 
ii^rea in lefXites, wWch ted to a perronal 'heips* colleciic»i ami 
a |ob at the Arizoi^-Som^n Dexn Museum. Evi^^ually his 
ati^ttkm tmrod traithrc^x)ds. 

Prchal^ phfXoffZfity MAy caissed tikn to lode dosely and 
become fascinated inseos, spicteis, Bcorj^xm^ ami (Aher 
crawling oitiers. In Pfdml ^ the :rtiuseum and founded 
SASI, su[^x>fttng ite gfojp with his own ^avin^ 

He im wodced as SASrs vohimeer e^ecuth^ dife<^ simse 
tl^n, oveiseeing omstnjction tte c^i^ization's phy^cal &dlity 
in the Tucson Mountains and coordinatir^ tte vc^nteer staff. 
The group's dedicated wc^k&s tead iT^^c^tmpo for teachefs and 
emomologjsts, comlud pO{^ilar schod mitmidi {m^giams and 
VicUi trips, and organize &mily bug (Hitings. SASl*s ^^imal, 

Bl^w^dlrtn^ go^ to a mnsdi tnu ettthui^Mic member- 
ship Prdml }K^)es tte Nature Educates tte award will 
stimutaie furtter put^c int^e^ Tte giieate^ thfa^ is the enoxir- 
agesj^t to contini^ along,' te said, 'to continue to move 
forward with innovative jMt^rams* 

Temple's enthusiasm is equaDy mfecticnis. She is a second 
grade teacter w}K>se reoem integratinn of nature audy imo ter 
studei^' curricubm is inspiring cAher teach&s at tte school to do 
the in their cbssroc»m. Tempte has tatei her das^ on 
nature ficid trips for years, t^t during tte past schocrf year she 
estaMisted weddy nature w^ks as an ini^ral part of s»x^ 
grade. Trairied vohimeers frcm the local ommiunity help her 
guide tte children on a imtuie trail ratar the sdKx^, and explain 
wim a^te is K> SK and experience thrc^gh tte masons. 

Once t^ck in the dassroom, stuctents draw on what ttey 
experfenced that day* Tte children keep a sderKe Knirrul,' 
Temple. "We ahi^ys talk about what we saw. We share 



our and the d^klien draw a write.* NtfimiAMly&i 
rigts km ^ OOT&^iiufl}. Dximsctfiittectstl^bihab&dfflfeM 
tsms ^Mi^ the i^im tnd fftfaimlitc irti^ieids to oe^e bar graphs 
and do oth» math im^ects. 

like imny te^diets, Toi^ was a mnrtoe to natum ediKra- 
tion— until 199Q» whrasheatiendedatadteltiabiii^wQitei^ 
OKKtocted by Massachusetts Audubcm Soctey. Nowshe findte 
h»a^leamii^akM^w&hh»stu(teni8. Ttatw^ttut Ibe year, it 
is her auhusfaism rs^m* than any sp^al km>wtedge nature or 
sc^ice ^ stiimil^tes htf cbss. 

SafTat the Roger Twy Peteis<»i IiM&ute hope tte award 
wil stinnihue nK)re ecfaicatOTS to do lU^wte. In giamiiis this 
award, tte Institute places emplmte on wwk that can be repro- 
c^oed by othm« 

What Prchal aiui Temj^ are after, as is the Rc^er Tory 
P^erson If^titute, is the s(M ctf expertei^ Temj^ recounts. 
Hffi hst dky we took nature walks,' dhs recalled, 'it^ children 
wrote poens and reftectk»is m what ^bey 1^ en^>yed mostf'^and 
WL .lead those aknid. Thra we ch^ted our traps to »e if 
we'd tr^^3^ anything, and we were nK>derateIy ssooes^ul As 
we were returning, or« of my secmd gradm turned to another 
aiKi saki, "Boy, I fust love scfence!** 



1991 Nature BOiKBton of Ihe Year 

Stevira J. Prdial, Director 
S€»K»an Artfin^xxi Stud^, Inc 
P.O. Box 5624 
Tucson, AZ 85703 

Diane Temple 
Harvard ^mentaiy SdKxrf 
27 M^s^AniseXts Awnut 
P.O. Box 273 
Har^ MA 01451 



other NotewcMifay Frugranis 



Interactive Nature Racto Program 

Koioeth Brown has developed several in^ractive ways for 
the puUk: to learn i^xKit nature: a weekly question and answer 
program on nature, titled "Field Notes" and nationally syndicaied 
oi putik radio; a weekly newspaper cohunn titled "Nature 
Detectives" that answos |}» publk's questions about nature; ami 
a dub called Nature Detectives that involves children in Informal 
y&, n^aidngful r»eard) to simulate their interea in nature. 

Kenneth Brown 

Senior Public Infommtkm Specialist 
Ad^rcmctedc Park Visttw Inier|;»iaive Cei«» 
P.O. Box 3000 
Paul Smiths, NY 12970 



Student Action Profects Animal Rehabilitation 

Sam Chattin uses animal rehabilitation as ihs core of a unique 
juni<x' hi^ sdKX>l sdoice i»t^iam. Sn^enth and eig}tth grade 
students at Scott^rg Juniw High School hzve cared for «>me 
one fiuxisaral animals rec^yed from roos, con^ivaticMt officers, 
ownets w)k> ix7 k>i^er warrt their exotk p^ and the U.S. Fish 
aixi WUcfiife Service. The schod is the tmly osw in ti» wwki to 
be alknt^ by state and ft»ieral govemmems to r^Ulitate, 
bleed, ami use embngeied species for echtcational purposes. 

Sam Chattin 

SctHt^Hug Junior High SdK>ol 
South Third Street 
Scottsbu^ IN 47170 



Cunteuhim cm Local Eovinmniait 

Barry W. Pox wrcMse a cimtoihim id t&tdt fourth timiu^ 
lUnih gradeis about t)» aquatkr aiKl nmrine resources aroural 
them as part of the Vtri^nfai 4-H Marir^^^^tic Eib^r^km 
fK^yzHL Tof^ iiK^Kte i»jbfi^rged ac^tk: v^c^ticm, nutrtem 
airidunertt, and soil eraskm tai d% Chesapeate Bay; water 
pc^lutton, marim resources ami aquatic ecology. 

Barry W. Fox, Eximsim %)^Ui» 
4'H Marine/Ac^atk Echjcation 
Box 5^, Vi^inia Slate UnivOTfty 
Petersburg. VA 23803 

Coflmnmity Event: WUdlife Walk 

Bc^ Gress developed an annual ev&ti calted 'Walk with 
WUdlife* to enaUe peo{^ to xe wildlife that ok)^ peo;^ 
oi^riook on a hike on the tiaite tl^ Wichita ai». During this 
one-day event, Giess organi^s o^ d^Sy vc^unteeis staff 
teaming centers along ite mile-long route that display a variety of 
mammals, reptiles, and amphit^ns. In addilk>n to atimcting 
thousands of participants, 'Walk with Wildlife" coordirates tl^ 
eficKts of many oiiganizatioro and ageiK^s to promts Kansas 
wildlife. 

RcA)CrtJ. Cress 
Naturalist/Director 
WIOnTA WILD 

nth Floor, aty Hall, 445 North Main St. 
Wichita, KS 672)2 
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^iidciit Actton Prajecti WctlasMl BcriaiMtioo 

^Wtemiy Hanofdiy and her schod bkdogy mduas 
(&aned up a nd^ibwing w^land that tod bemt used as a dump, 
ocmibKted an lni»^i¥e j^amiii^ im:^iasi^ 
OQ^dom rature dassroom and wikllifc sasvtuaiy. 

Wendy HaiK>phy 
Horizon High School 
5321 E 136th Ave. 
Thornton, CO 80601 

IntenUscipllnasy Nature Education V^ng Ijcgemte 

I^t Kane leads HfUi ^de teadim and tiwir ^dems in 
eaq^ring rarural hi^^^sy throu^ tegends and Eibtes. Fbr ex* 
ampfe, the 'U^end of ite Lom's N^iace' fed to d^Dovery of 
the natural history loons thrcni^ the disdfdiras of litetatuie 
ami storyielUng, sc^ce, ^Kial ^dies, and arw. 

Pat Kane 

Education Injector 
r^few ^fsey Audubof) Society 
P.O. Box 699, Haxdsoabbie Road 
BemaidsviUe, NJ 07924 

Comnmnity Bat Ediuratlon 

Nmna Lews has o^Khicted a regkmal effcm to ec^cafe 
peof^ about l>at5. She initiated the Bsd Re^e Squad, an 
inm>vative bat education i»x>gram in tl^ Cincinnati ar^, in which 
vdunteers lesci^ bats from hcxises, informed hoiT^owners how 
to safely exducfe l^ts from tl^ir h<»nes, di^buted plai^ fcM- 
omstiucting bat iKnises. 

Norma Lewis 

Curator Education and the Museum 
Toledo Zoo 
2700 Broadway 
Tote<k), OH 43609 
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Student ActkmProfectt Tan Grass Frairte 



>>df lowfey ted httfiudentt u> reseaidi ami dev^>p a stx- 
acre land Lab' near tfadr scbooL Programs invc^ving nature 
appiectotton and action include sdKxsl hiiKh waste recycling and 
cxsnfwttii^ and gathering and planting native pdani seeds for a 
taQ 9885 prairie resUHation at the lab. 

Judy Lowrey 

Tecumseh Elementary Sdwd 
10S8 Old S)»ingfield Pite 
Xenia. 45385 



Hortknihure Therapy ftw Handllcapped Chiklren 

Judy Mann runs a h«ticul&ual th&apy pix^sram for handi- 
cai^>ed c^drai. Using an imerdisd]^inary af^troach, teachers 
provide stucteras with c^^xvtunit^ to participate in their commu- 
nity and promme gardening as a life skill. 

Judy Mann 
Director 

Irons Oaks Environmental Learning Center 
2453 Vcdlmer Road 
Olympia Fields, IL 60461 



Etementanr Student Bird Walks 

Juliet Mar kow^ the Maine Audubon Soc^ has created 
'Krd Advennues." a hands-cm a}^voach to bird walks for dtildren 
in grades three to six, which focuses on bird identification and 
ea>logy. 

Juliet Martow^ 
1 E(j^ewood Drive 
Orono, ME 04475 
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C otnnnnitty Aetfam Profccti P i r e scr r ln g Florida 
Scrub Ifg fu f 

chOdren ami actute, {»aefvii^ a natuial area from dev^q>- 
mem. Ite (^teoecrf*I^i:«^ scnib lamip a tmk|iw ^ndmlai^»ed 
type d «30$ystan, now a nature SbMfy 'cuukm das^ocm'' for 
Babson Park Etoneniaiy Schod. 

Vif^i^T. MdCinley 
Environn^mal Eckicadcm Ocm^iham 
260 Briaon ^xe&i 
Babson Park, FL 33827 

Enviroiin^atal EdiKStlon for Ccnmnimlty 
Ded^yn Makers 

AB^eno Mifflo has ooued for c)^ Sme oS Cmn^oit tfie 
envinmmema! eckicaiion SEMOi F»t^ram, an opponunity for 
high schocrf students to get invcrfved in envirtHunental nraearch 
and monitorifi^ technique He ato created tte Ccmummfty 
Enviionn^ntal E&ication Program for town dfldals ami c^her 
dedskm-n^king cftizens w)k> are fisiced with is^^ such as 
w^nds pnxection, efTecth^e use cf chtabases am} tmps, and 
waio' quality a^essn^m. Tte progran» addfcss specific kxal 
COToentt and aie anar^ed cooperatively with nature centers, land 
trusts, and other local c^-gania^om. 

A&>«rto F. Mimo 

Senior Envifonmemal Analyst 

Departn^nt of Envinmn^maJ Protection 

EducaticM) Unit, ^te Onics Building 

165 Ca(»toI Ave. 

Hartford, CT 06106 



StodemActkmProlectiNesdxn Program for 
Future Farmers 

Myma Peannan has developed an ediensicsi fm^run that 
focuses on habitat cxxiservatkm ai^ provision of nestboxes 
for nati-.-c cavity rwsting birds, e^JecfaUly Wud»nls. The 
is aimnd specifically at niral children, those future fanners who 
^ be (fi«Ktly reqx»»IUe for sourd Und managemem. 

Myma Peannan 
BidQgist 

Ellis Biid Pann Ltd 
Box 2980 

Lacombe, Ai>eita, Canada TOC ISO 



Citizen Action Prefect for Local Nature Trails 

Rdt>eft D. Reed (H]^nized and leads the Harvard Trail Gukies, 
a cadre of dtizers cfedicaied to cot)savaiicn arKl educatim abmit 
their local natural areas. Reed and his vc^leeis nneet weekly for 
nature walks and ak>ng thdr icnowl^lge and enthus^sni to 
school diildren and their teachers. This past year Reed estab- 
lished an 'Aikjpt a Trail* pn^ram in w)^ local dtijeens walk the 
town oS Hanrard's trail s^em regularly to see that they are 
ptopeAy maintained for recreaiicm and imture ^udy. 

Rc^jeitD. Rmi 
lOBartm Road 
Hanrard. MA 01451 




Biidi& SdiDol Eeseafdi Pto^ 



Hanfetle Roberts deigned a (doc jm^am for jvmior hi^ 
sdKxA studems that involved them in ital 1^ leMaidi psc^^xs^ 
as sef^ivc i^m ami antoal aifveya, ami investigatiiig the 
ecgrfogkal inyact of toiman o^roadiment dn rutmal arras. The 
program was ctevelop^ wtth the ooopoatfon erf p&scmml from 
the (telionaJ finest, Sofl Cox^avatkm I^rict, San Bernardino 
Coumy Mis^un, and the Univeni&> * California. 

Harris R(4)eits 
Site Piindpal 

Orange County Ouidoof Sdenoe Sduxd 
1829 Kfemcme Kvd 
Mentone» OA 92359 



Conuminlty Awareng^ Events AH Species Day 

Chrte Wells, direcu»* <rf AU Species Proie<35, cmies awaiei^ss 
d* humanity's with c^her living ucatux» thrcHigh anmial AD 
Spec^ Day celd>rations. Curriculum fmickas avai!sJ>te from All 
Spectes Pn^ecss ^uMe dilkken and people of all ages to exf^ove 
a i^w theme each year by combiiting studies cS ^::ology with 
festive activity sudi as p^rac^ and pageants. 

Christopher Wells 
AH Spec^ Pro^cts 
804 Apodaca Hi]} 
Santa Fte, NM 87501 
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